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Around the first part of November 19!$*^ there was # SiEtSl^ysSiiHMi *» ,. ; 
the Ministry of Foreign Trade, at whick tjaree ^ecret^pies of D1A wer« 
present, as wel 1 as represents. tires of the Chamber of Foreign Trade (£&)» 
including Dr. Gottfried Lessing* the chairman,. Frit® Lange * Chairmen of 
the Central !5oTsM«si?>h for Scat© Trade , was also present. He severely 
criticised /tftedstar *of Foreign ^ Intcrnai German Tia^e, Kurt Gregor^ ... < , , 
saying te* fcfen pgss^ that ©xpprw quotas /or 1953 *nr#^ 

not 1 q.l.i’ilied ? - ajA&iat . In 4itei negotiators for i&papted it#as 7 East Gar-* 
r^ny. out of ignorance, had paid as much as #i«OG a ton more than the current 
world or ice 


It was also made clear at this meeting that tne main eftort ot the 
New Course was to be directed toward the field of xo reign trade* and 
was to include not only East Germany, but also the entire Eastern Bloc. 

■'pfcp r.i e n is to undertake a general attach on *V*e,er n v capita-'- 
iskio markets during 1?54. This is to be done by sanding to th« . 

capitalist countries , exports which are on Western export; embargo lists* 
t'us flooding the West with these materials and seriously undermining 
ito economic position o a.i exampie , >as i Germany is supposed to 

concentrate on optical instruments, machine tools, ate, Tfcfe . 

r> ? an states that 70 percent of total, machine tool 

production will be exported and only 30 percent reserved for trade 
vith the Eastern Bloc t . 
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In. connection with this assault on the Western eeonoioy ... East Germany is 
;aikious to assemble trade delegations ae rapidly tc possible -and send 
uheia to capitalist countries to uegouxate trade agreements « These 
delegations are to consist of a representative of ; HA. a representative of the . 
Deutsche KotenbanIc y two people 1 1 otn the particular UlAj, and two 
technicians cr engineers* E&sL Germany is interested especially in 
Industrially underdeveloped cnmtnes, such ae Brazil* .Argentina and 
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Chile , the Far East, and Africa, notably tha Gold Coast* Delegations are 
to leave for these countries and others, in January, or at the latest, Feb- 
ruary. First and foremost, however, two delegations are to leave in December, 
if feasible, for tours of Denmark, Norway, Sweden, England, Belgium and Hollands 
while a third group will visit France, Switzerland and Italy. 

5 Cocoa imports for the period of 11? 5 5 equalled 29 percent of establish^ 
.totals, 'and the imports of southern fruits were a "so far below 
established quotas, so that an acute shortage is anticipated for the 
Christmas season. In this respect* fast German officials are worried, for 
they are fearful lest shortages at this festive season occasion further 
disturbances among the population., 

6 ; fust Germany lost about 8*000,000 (D!'E or rubles) (sic) in trade with Bulgaria* 
which supplied defective equipment and then disclaimed any responsibility 
for it* 

7: Ghere is going to be a shortage of Christmas trees this year in Bast 

Go many . and it will be necessary to import 1 ergo numbers of them* Last 
year Bast Germany lost around 4QO,OOC DMI- by importing trees from Rumania * 

The trees were small, stunted or otherwise not suitable for sale* 


6 ’.Then the Economic ' Conference of the Till meets in Geneva in the spring of 
1954* Bast Germany wants to send delegations 

to make direct contact with Western representatives* 
last Germany is air o' desirous of establishing direct rapport with the 
rman nf the nnn ■ u 


fast Germany is very short of hard currencies, as is most of the Eastern 
Bloc* Rot ably- lacking are dollars, Jwins francs and Dutch guilders* Is 
a result, much trade is being done strictly on a barter basis, of one 
type of goods for another* 

Greece is becoming increasingly interesting to fast Germany* ‘ 

After the spring BIT Economic Conference^ East Germany in .planning 
a: make a special effort to. in Corn the Greeks of Bast German wares. r 
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